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Information you can find with your cellphone
AJ. Levy
NOPCC Member #52 (would you believe?)

Thelead articleisin the New York Times - "Free Servicesto Inspire Your Tele-
phone," by David Pogue, 11/23/06. To see thefull article, go to Google and search for
"Pogueinspire cellphone” (without the quotation marks)
What follows are some of the examplesin his article. They relate to using your cell
phone to send atext message to Google at 46645 (which are the first letters of
GOOGL - without the E)
If you want the following:
The start times of movies:
Type the name of the movie and a zip code
Queen 70115
Send the message and you will get an automatic response that is al-
most immediate
You're in a store and want to see competitive pricesfor a product
Type the bar code of the product - make sure you include the first and
last numbers which are alittle off to the sides
Definitions of words
Type: define farenheit (watch what happens with the misspelling)
The weather forecast for maybe the next three days:.
Type weather and a zip code

(Continued on page 2)

General Meeting Presentation
For our March 7th meeting, we would like to hear about your favorite computer equipment.
It can be a certain brand of computer or printer, athumb/flash drive, a pocket PC, a PDA, a
scanner, GPS or any other computer hardware. Each member will have five to seven minutes
to talk about and show us their favorite product. At the end of the meeting, we will vote on
which isthe best and award prizes to the top three presenters.

To make this meeting go smoothly, we need to know in advance who will be presenting at the
meeting. When you have a minute, email me (tomford@bellsouth.net) or call (985-643-
3172) and we can arrange how you can show your favorite computer equipment to our mem-
bers. If the gear cannot be easily moved (like a printer), we can use pictures.

Be adventurous and let our members know about that printer, PDA or baby computer you
cannot live without. It will be agreat evening!

Mark your calendars, create an entry in your PDA, update Outlook and join us on Wednes-
day, March 7, 2007. The monthly meeting of the NOPC club starts at 6:30pm on the first
Wednesday of every month. Location of the meeting isthe J.D. Meidler school cafeteria at
3700 Cleary Ave. Metairie. Use the entrance through the breezeway on Pharr Street. For
more information please visit our club’s web site at http://www.nopc.org.
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Conversionsto or from metric:
Type 5 gdlonsin liters (or 5 litersin
galons)
Y ou can aso convert from centigrade to
Fahrenheit, etc.
Correct spelling of words -
If you don't know the proper spelling
See fereneit above
Driving directions:
1525 ABC Street, New Orleans to 518
XYZ Street, New Orleans. It also gives
the driving distance between the two
points. (It gives the distance from my
officeto my home as 3.9 miles.)
(Google may send you more than one message
because of the length of the instructions)
Sock quotations
(with adelay of 20 minutes from real
time) GM
Telephone directory information:
Here's anon-Google FREE information
service — athough you may have to hear
a couple of commercias.
Call 1-800-FREE411 or 8003733411
Lagniappe:
| have a lengthy posting on my blog of all sorts
of things that you can do with Google in addition to what
you can do with your cell phone. It's: "Out-of-the-box
ways to use Google: How to find more than just the nor-
mal web site information using Google." You'l be
amazed at how much you can find with Google. Go to:
www.outoftheboxlawyering.com/archives/000052,html

Smart Computing
Tips & Fun Facts

If you area a subscriber to Smart Computing, as many of
our NOPCC members are, you can subscribe to their
FREE Daily Email of Tipsand Fun Facts. Hereisa se-
lection of recent tips:

TablesIn Word: Tools such as Microsoft Word 2003
offer avariety of standard formats that can be applied to
tables. Just click anywhere in your table and then click
Table and Table AutoFormat. A formatting dialog box
will appear, so you can select from avariety of estab-
lished format styles. Examples are shown for each for-
meat, So you can experiment with different looks until you
find the one that suits the situation best. When you de-
cide on aformat, click Apply to reformat you table. If
you make a mistake or change your mind, click Undo
and repeat this process to apply another table format.

Garbage In, Garbage Out: It'sgreat to take pictures at
low resolution because you can cram more photosin
your camera s memory. But with al things PC, the
GIGO (garbage in, garbage out) rule applies. Low-
resolution photos are ideal for posting to Web sites or
emailing, but not for printing, unless you're willing to
keep the size down to roughly passport-photo size or
smaller. Let's say your printer works best at 200 pixels
per inch. For agood 4- x 6-inch photo you need 800 x
1200 pixels; double that for an 8- x 10-inch. Low resolu-
tion for today’ s cameras usually means 640 x 480 pixels,
not nearly enough for anything about a 3- x 5-inch pic-
ture. Shoot at higher resolutions for larger photos.

Slow Computer?: If your computer is running slowly,
you don’t necessarily need to reinstall your operating
system, make sure that you don’'t have unwanted pro-
grams hogging your memory. Do thorough spyware and
antivirus scans, and then uninstall any unnecessary pro-
grams. Check your system tray. Aretherealot of pro-
grams running? Disable anything that you don’t actually
need, then see if you system performance improves. |If
al thesefixes don't help, and it’s been at least a year
since you got your computer or you reinstalled the OS,
then your PC might be a good candidate for reinstalling
the OS.

Think Twice About Wall Mounting : Everyone gets
excited about the prospect of hanging TVs on the wall,
but think through the details first. Do you have an open
space, across from a place you like to sit, where you can
install a mounting bracket on wall studs? Flat-panel TVs
look as though they weigh very little because they lack
the bulk and depth of their CRT predecessors, but a 40-
inch LCD TV weighs about 75 pounds, and a 60-inch
plasma display weighs around 135 pounds. A wall-
mounted flat-panel TV isadramatic design element in
any room, but the devil’sin the details.

Mathematica:

Computers are obviously good at crunching numbers and
alowing for detailed simulations. Until Mathematica was
released in 1988, however, no single program could har-
ness all that power and let scientists, engineers, theorists,
and programmers bend it to their will. Individual applica-
tions were available before then that were designed to
perform specific tasks, but Mathematica let just about
anybody do just about anything math-rel ated.

Stephen Wolfram designed Mathematica and Wolfram
Research, acompany he founded in 1987. The software
completely revolutionized the field of technical comput-
ing, providing users with a single package that could per-
(Continued on page 3)
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form practically any mathematical calculation. From
physics calculations and astronomical star charts to elec-
trical circuit design and economics equations, if itin-
volves numbers, Mathematica can handle it. From the
very beginning, Mathematica could handle symbolic
equations and had powerful graphing abilities, and the
product has improved steadily over the years, adding
more features while retaining its ease-of -use.

The core of the software is a powerful programming lan-
guage that lets users write programs in a variety of ways.
Several add-on packages also are available that give peo-
plein specific fields tools they can use to do their jobs
more efficiently. Optica, for example, is a package that
makes it easy to solve optical engineering problems with-
out having to write any fundamental programsto get
started. The software aso links directly into other pro-
grams, such as Microsoft Excel, letting users apply
Mathematica s power to nearly any other application that
involves numbers. It can even beintegrated into Web
pages to create interactive graphs and calculations. This
connectivity works both ways, as output from Mathe-
matica can be easily sent to an external program, such as
an application designed to render high-resolution 3D

graphs.

More than 20,000 copies of Mathematica were sold
within months of its original release, and the number of
users today has expanded into the millions. Professionals
now view the software as an indispensable tool, and stu-
dents useit in many high school and college math
courses. An ever-increasing number of Web designers
use an offshoot of the original software, webMathe-
matica, to add interactive calculations to their sites.

Dial-Up & Attachments: Y ou may be able to shave
some time from large downl oads by tweaking your mail
delivery options. For example, Outlook 2000 |ets you set
the maximum download size for your mail. With Out-
look running, click Tools and Options and select the
Mail Delivery tab. In the Dial-Up Options area, select the
Don't Download Messages Larger Than box and set a
maximum size for the messages that you wish to receive.
Apply your changes, click OK, and try downloading
your mail again. Remember that large messages will still
reside on the mail server, so be sure to remove thisre-
striction and get al of your mail when you returnto a
high-speed connection (or have more time for larger
downloads).

saturation: Literally, the degree of "color" in acolor.
Higher saturation means a higher degree of color.

Backgrounds. Add some color and pizzazz to your
monitor. If adeep blue sky iswhat you fancy, or you like
the look of flowersin the spring, you will find what you
want here. There are 18 categoriesin al, with many
variations within each. Most are fairly conventional, but
sometimes conventional can supply just the soothing ef-
fect for which you're looking.

Click to see a selection of Backgrounds
Reprinted with permission from Smart Computing. Visit
http: //mmw.smartcomputing.convgroups to learn what Smart Comput-
ing can do for you and your user group!"

How To Use Disk Cleanup

Disk Cleanup helps you cut the clutter on your Win-
dows 98/Me/XP/Vista computer’s hard drive. The
utility, which is built into Windows, finds unneces-
sary files in various categories such as Temporary
Internet Files and Offline Files. You can then
choose which categories to delete, often freeing up
many megabytes or even gigabytes at one stroke.

When you're troubleshooting a problem on your PC,
the advice you'll find or hear from other users often
includes running Disk Cleanup. This isn’t because
the utility has a proven track record of fixing prob-
lems—it doesn’t. However, it can eliminate some
variables in the troubleshooting process, such as a
corrupted TMP (temporary) file that could be caus-
ing trouble or a lack of free space for the swap file.

Disk Cleanup also doesn't detect duplicate files,
such as multiple copies of space-eating songs and
photos. Still, it's auseful tool with which every Win-
dows users should be familiar.

EWindows Me/XP
To run Disk Cleanup in WinMe/XP, right-click Start
and choose Explore, or press the Windows logo

and E keys at the same time. Right-click Local Disk
(C:) and choose properties. Click Disk Cleanup to

(Continued on page 4)
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begin.

After searching your
hard drive (WinXP may
take several minutes),
Disk Cleanup will give
you a list of junk file
categories called Files
To Delete. On the right,
the utility will tell you
how much hard drive
space it can reclaim by
deleting the files in each
category. WinXP ex-
presses drive space in
kilobytes or bytes, such
as 2,255,003 (2.3MB),
but WinMe sticks to
megabytes, such as

Windows Vista’'s
Disk Cleanup allows
you to shut down
Hibernate mode and
reclaim disk space
allocated to it.

0.06MB (60KB).

In WinXP, Disk Cleanup can also find old files that
you haven't accessed in a long time and compress
(but not delete) them to save space. Compress Old
Files isn't a very attractive option, however, as it
takes a PC longer to access compressed files when
they're needed. Also, because new hard drives cost
as little as 20 cents per gigabyte, adding storage
capacity with a new hard drive is preferable to com-
pressing files in most cases. Compress Old Files is
usually also to blame for how long it takes WinXP’s
Disk Cleanup to scan your hard drive.

Click the checkbox next to any category to select or
deselect it for file deletion. The Temporary Files
category is a good place to start (Disk Cleanup may
ignore temp files less than seven days old), as are
Temporary Internet Files, Temporary Offline Files,
Offline Files, and Setup Log Files. Before you check
the Recycle Bin entry, you might want to first dou-
ble-click its icon on your Desktop to make sure that
there’s nothing in it that you don’t want to throw
away permanently.

Some categories, such as Downloaded Program
Files (which includes unneeded ActiveX controls
and Java applets), cause a View Files button to ap-
pear. Click it, and you'll see a window with a list of
the files Windows says is OK to delete. Close the
window when you're finished looking.

When you're ready for Disk Cleanup to erase your
expendable files, click
OK and Yes. If your
hard drive has more
than one partition, such
as C: and D:, run Disk
Cleanup on each.

The Disk Cleanup win-
dow has another tab
called More Options. —
Here you'll find more
ways to free up hard
drive space. The Clean
Up button in the Win-
dows Components sec-
tion launches the Win-
dows Components Wiz-
ard in WinXP and the
Add/Remove Programs
feature in WinMe. The
Installed Programs sec-
tion’s Clean Up button
links to Add/Remove Programs feature in both
OSes (operating systems). Finally, the System Re-
store section’s Clean Up button nukes every restore
point but the most recent one. This is a little drastic,
so Windows asks you whether you want to proceed.

Windows XP lets you
clean out a huge
number of Microsoft
Office setup files,
but if you have to do
a repair operation
later, you'll need to
insert the Office in-
stallation disc at that
time.

System Restore’s Clean Up button is kind of point-
less for two reasons. Firstly, it doesn’t reclaim us-
able hard drive space from System Restore be-
cause it doesn’'t change the amount of space allo-
cated to the utility. In WinXP, you can do this by
right-clicking My Computer, choosing Properties
and the System Restore tab, setting the Disk Space
To Use slider to a lower setting, and clicking Apply.
In WinMe, right-click My Computer and select Prop-
erties, the Performance tab, and File System. Ad-
just the System Restore Disk Space Use slider and
click Apply. Reducing System Restore’s disk space
may erase your oldest restore points.

Secondly, if you needed to delete old restore points
as part of troubleshooting, you would get rid of all of
them (not even sparing the most recent restore
point) by disabling System Restore. In WIinXP, se-
lect the Turn Off System Restore checkbox just
above the Disk Space To Use slider. In WinMe,
click the Troubleshooting tab, select the Disable

(Continued on page 5)
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System Restore checkbox, click Apply, and then
click OK.

EWindows 98

Win98's Disk Cleanup
differs only slightly from
WinMe/XP’s. Its Disk
Cleanup window has a
third tab called Settings,
which bears a self-
explanatory checkbox
reading If This Drive
Runs Low On Disk
Space, Automatically
Run Disk Cleanup. If
you enable or disable this option, click OK.

Windows 98’s Disk
Cleanup window has
a Settings tab. Here,
you can tell Win-
dows to automati-
cally run the utility
when the hard drive
gets too full.

EWindows Vista

In case you've been using Windows Vista long
enough to worry about detritus on your hard drive,
here’s the procedure for using Disk Cleanup. Note
that the final version of Vista, which may be avail-
able by the time you read this, may differ a little
from the build we used to pen this article (build
5600 Release Candidate 1).

Click the Start icon (the Windows icon orb) in its
familiar place at the lower-left part of the screen.
When the new Start menu appears, click Computer
in the column on the right. Think of Computer as
Vista's version of Win98/Me/XP's My Computer; as
with the Documents, Pictures, and Music folders,

Microsoft simply dropped the "My" part of the name.

Computer combines the features of My Computer
and Win98/Me/XP’s File Explorer in one window,
meaning that you’'ll see icons for your hard drive
partitions and other storage devices in the center,
plus a folder tree on the left. You can also reach
Computer by pressing the Windows logo-E combi-
nation keystroke.

Next, right-click Local Disk (C:). Choose Properties.
Windows 98/Me/XP users will be on familiar ground
here, as the Local Disk (C:) Properties panel will
look much as it did in those earlier OSes.

Click the Disk Cleanup button at the lower-right.
Here, Vista will throw you a curve ball. It will ask
you whether you want to clean up the files in the
current user account only or in all of the user ac-

counts on the PC. Click either option, and Vista will
immediately start to analyze the files on the PC.
Because of improvements in the way Vista indexes
files with its default file system settings, this process
may take much less time than on systems with
WinXP.

Some of Vista's Files To Delete categories can
really free up substantial amounts of hard drive
space. One example is System Error Memory
Dump Files, which denotes files Windows Vista cre-
ates when it logs information about an error that
has occurred. And if you don’t care for Vista’s Hi-
bernate mode, check Hibernation File Cleaner. This
can free up gigabytes of space and disable the Hi-
bernate mode at the same time.

After you've chosen the types of files to delete, click
OK. Vista will ask you whether you really want to
proceed, so click Delete Files. When Disk Cleanup
is finished, click OK.

Although it doesn’t “clean up” problems on the hard
drive such as bad Registry entries or spyware, Disk
Cleanup is nevertheless an important tool. Use it
occasionally and pay attention to what you delete
with it.
by Marty Sems
Windows Tips & Tricks
January 2007 « Vol.18 Issue 1
Page(s) 31-32 in print issue
Reprinted with permission from Smart Computing. Visit http://
www.smar tcomputing.com/groups to learn what Smart Com-
puting can do for you and your user group

Emoticons

Emoticons are little text representations of emotions that
you find in email, chat rooms, and IM's. When you talk
to someone, they can tell what you mean by the tone of
your voice or the look on your face. For example, maybe
someone says something like, "Why are you so annoy-
ing?'
Now, if they say it while they're laughing, you know that
it's just lighthearted humor. If they say it with a bit of
anger in their voice, you realize that it's probably time to
back off.
Problem is, when | wrote that, you had no clue which
direction | was going with it. Was | mad or joking?
Well, if | writeit like this, you know:
Why are you so annoying :-)
See? S0, hereé's alist of the more common emoticons that
you'll run across:

) Smiley face

(Continued on page 6)
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) Smiley face w/ anose
( Sad face
~( Sad face w/ anose

:D Person laughing
| Not laughing or bored
=) Winking

=( Crying, sad
-} Embarrassed
) High five
(::():) Band aid - offering help
=X Lipsare seaded
-()  Can't stop talking
~\ Mixed up, confused
<-l A dunce
[-O Yawning
#-0  Shocked
>-<  Angry
=X Kiss
*<[:-) Clown or Santa Claus
8-P Y uck!
-@ Screaming
O Frustrated

Some browsers will automatically display some of these
as graphics. If you see ayellow smiley face, thereis ac-
tually a series of charactersthat are being trandated to
createit in your browser. There are tons more to be
found floating around the internet. So, express yourself
and have fun. See al of our tips at

http://www.worldstart.com/ti ps/i ndex.php
Submitted by Virginia Banister who got them from worldstart.com

What's Running

| first learned about this program from a Yahoo Special
Interest Group for Amateur Radio Operators. It has many
great features and ...best of all... it is FREE!!
Edward Jahncke
Motherboard Editor

Version 2.2 of What's Running released! 2.2 includes
lots of new features including hierarchical process view,
usability improvements, more in-depth information,
smart information navigation and much more! Download
2.2 now!

What's Running is a product that gives you an inside
look into your Windows 2000/XP/2003 system.

Explore processes, services, modules, IP-connections,
drivers and much more through a simple to use applica-
tion. Find out important information such as what mod-
ulesare involved in a specific process.

Control your system by starting and stopping services
and processes. Configure your startup programs easily.

Start taking control of your computer now!

Find out mor e about the features of What's Running.
View screenshots of What's Running in action.
Download What's Running 2.2

What's Running 2.2 is FREE for personal use, but car-
ries a 25% license fee for commercial use.

Genealogy Fans

The following Email discussion was passed on to the
Editor for presentation to the General Membership and
especially to those members interested in Genealogy.

“l heard recently that we could buy Family Tree Maker
2006 Collector's Edition from Ebay at about 35-40 dol-
lars and get a year's subscription free for Ancestry.com.

| could hardly believe that so | decided to be the guinea
pigand try it out. Itisinfact true. | don't know if you're
interested or not, but if you are, | think the offer from
Ancestry.com is only good through March. A yearly
subscription is about $156 so that's why | had trouble
believing it.

| logged in today and got my subscription to Ancestry.
com. | wanted to be sureit worked before | let you two
know.

Y ou can get 2 weeks free on Ancestry.com....try it and
seeif they give anything of value to you. | know they
have European info in their expensive subscription but
even that might not have anything to help you. Thereis
also aprogram at the Library which may give you gene-

aogy information.”
Submitted by Virginia Kieran,
Member NOPCC

Corp of Engineers
L ouisiana Advisory
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CLUD SUDDODTEDS

THE SECRET GUIDE

TO COMPUTERS
The Secret Guide is available at every New
Orleans Personal Computer Club General
Meeting. The latest printing is available for
only $15.00. Or contact Mary Prinz either at:
secretary@nopc.org or (504) 455-1412.

The Coins & Collectibles Shop

Coins - Coin Supplies
Antiques & Collectibles
Buy - Sell - Trade
Coin Collections Appraised

Rick Demers

3712 Williams Blvd,Suite 1 Open:
Kenner, LA 70065 Tuesday - Saturday 11am till 6pm|
504-464-1995 Sunday 12 noon till Som |

{} SOUTHERN STAR {\,>

Internet Service for Home and Business

Dial-In + ADSL ¢ Static IP ¢ Co-Location
Web Sites ¢ Email & Webmail ¢ Domains
Spam & Virus Filters * Mailing Lists « FTP

John Souvestre
johns{@sstar.com
www.sstar.comm

(504) 888-3348 » (504) 779-6949 (fax)
P.O. Box 7335 ¢ Metaitie LA 70006
Tech Support (24x7)  (800) 417-4304

Computer Solutions

a Joseph W. Chevalier

technojoe@csanola.com

7021 Airline Highway Ste A
Metairie, La. 70003
(504) 228 - 58080

Servers . Workstations . Networking . Maintenance

\Custom Website Development

A striking and effective Internet presence
At an affordable price

Florida - 813.685.5838 www.mardigrasdesign.com
Louisiana - 504.913.5638 Email - shenne@gmail.com

S e e S e PR i A
McCann Electronics
M. Gerry McCann, President
100 Division St. Metairie, LA 70001
L 504-837-7272 800-473-7270
£35° ) Cell 504-905-6064 Fax 834-1014
I\ ‘-,L'J gmccann@mccanni.com

www.mccanni.com

The Computer Emergency Room
“We Fix Sick Gompu/ers N

Buy, Sell
& Trade

New / Used PC
Equipment

Frank Bozeman
3807 Airline Hwy. Metairie, LA 70001 Ph. 834-4386 FAX 834-4387
E-mail: comper(@bellsouth.net

apcug

PRINTER CARTRIDGESAVAILABLE
The following inkjet cartridges will be available on the
GRAB BAG table at the General Membership Mesting:

EPSON- T0370/20Color & T0361/20 Black

CANON- BCI-3eC Cyan (2), BCI-3eM Magenta (3)
BCI-3eY Yellow (2) BCl-3e Black (3) ()=qty avail.

DOOR PRIZES
Symantec Corporation has generoudy donated to the
NOPCC 2007 Security software to be used as Door
Prizes: “Norton Confidential”, “Norton Antivirus’ and
“Norton Internet Security”.
Remember, you must be a member of the NOPCC to be
eligible to receive a chance on this software.
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The New Orleans Personal Computer Club (NOPCC) is a private non-profit organization chartered under the State of Louisiana. Its purposeisto provide an open forum for discussion
and education of the membership in the use and application of PCs, peripheral equipment and software. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the author (s) and do not
necessarily reflect those of the NOPCC , its members or its officers. The club does not verify for accuracy the articles in this newsletter and leaves verification of accuracy to its readers.
Articlesin this newsletter may be duplicated as long as credit is given to the author (s) and the NOPCC. Annual Dues Schedule: Regular Member, $40/yr.; Family Membership, $60/yr.;

NOPCC Directory

Elected Officers

President Tom Ford president@nopc.org 985-643-3172
Vice President Ray Paternostro vp@nopc.org 737-9099
Secretary Mary Prinz secretary@nopc.org 455-1412
Treasurer Don Herrmann treasurer@nopc.org 831-1284
Director At Large Mike Y ork directorl@nopc.org 738-5997
Director At Large Scott Minvielle director2@nopc.org

Director At Large Jeanne Okamoto director3@nopc.org 455-0977

Standing Committees

Newsd etter Editor Edward Jahncke editor@nopc.org 985-892-4797
Public Relations Jeanne Okamoto pr@nopc.org 455-0977
Publicity Jeanne Okamoto pr@nopc.org 455-0977
Webmaster Sherrie Henne webmaster @nopc.org 504-913-5638
Special Interest Groups
Computer Programming Elliot Mike York mike@gnonug.org 738-5997
Digital Media Ray Paternostro dm@nopc.org 737-9099
Genealogy Vincent Haupt hauptv@aol.com 985-785-6288
Internet Ray Paternostro internet-m@nopc.org 737-9099
New Users Tom Ford new-user @nopc.org 985-643-3172
Web Lab Edward Jahncke editor@nopc.org 985-892-4797
Other Important Numbers / Addresses
Club Hotline Recorded messages. Meeting Information. Open 24 Hours 887-5746
NOPCC Web Site On the World Wide Web. Our own home page and club information. WwWWw.Nnopc.org



